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Celebrating twenty-five years of groundbreaking scholarship, this series offers a wide variety of 

volumes about American television programming. The series includes books about individual shows, specific genres, creators 

and producers, and the history of the medium. Interview collections, anthologies, and newly updated classics, such as the widely 

course-adopted Watching TV, are also included in the series. Books in the series have won honors such as the Popular Culture 

Association Board of Governors Award and the Theatre Historical Society of America’s Outstanding Book of the Year Award.

Since its founding, the series has expanded its field of interest to include works on other subjects in American popular culture and 
mass entertainment as well, including vaudeville, comics, movies, and radio broadcasting. We welcome proposals addressing all 
issues in television and popular culture, including the impacts of Netflix, Amazon, web streaming and web series, commercials  
(or the lack thereof), and graphic novels.
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“A collection that deserves to be savored, 
taught, and revisited by media scholars, 
students, and fans alike. This is truly 
peak media writers writing on peak TV.”

—Rebecca Bell-Metereau, Texas State University

Paper $34.95s 9780815637134

“This collection is of particular value for 
scholars interested in representations 
of black womanhood and is highly stim-
ulating for the sheer diversity of views 
it presents.”

—Critical Studies in Television: The International 
Journal of Television Studies

Paper $39.95s  9780815636403

“This volume will be of particular value 
to scholars invested in queer readings 
of television. . . . [and] its inclusion of 
commentary from production staff.”

—Critical Studies in Television: The International 
Journal of Television Studies

Paper $34.95s  9780815636366

https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/3463/perspectives-on-crazy-ex-girlfriend/
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/99/gladiators-in-suits/
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/2986/becoming/


“A colorful book about a remarkable tele-
vision series. . . . It enhances the study of 
the American presidency while quietly 
illuminating a lifetime collaboration of 
two remarkable film/history scholars.”

—Film and History: An Interdisciplinary Journal  

of Film and Television Studies 

Paper $19.95s 9780815630319

Interrogating “The Shield” brings togeth-
er ten critical essays, written from a 
variety of methodological and theoret-
ical perspectives. Topics range from an 
exploration of the series’ derivation, 
genre, and production, to expositions 
of the ethics, aesthetics, and politics of 
the show.
Hardcover $29.95s 9780815633082

“The continuing fascination with Gilm-
ore Girls . . . suggests just how much 
there is to the show, and the essays in 
this collection mine much of this territory 
quite well.”

—The Complete Review

Paper $29.95s 9780815635284

https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/1142/west-wing-the/
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/694/interrogating-the-shield/
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/250/screwball-television/
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Castleman and Podrazik present a sweeping 
season-by-season story, capturing the essence 
of television from its inception to the contempo-
rary era of anytime access and online streaming, 
including every prime time fall schedule since 
1944. The authors have dug through the mounds 
of obscure facts, offbeat anecdotes, and corpo-
rate strategies that have made television a  
multibillion-dollar industry. Watching TV pro-
vides a fascinating history of how the personali-
ties, popular shows, and coverage of key events 
have evolved across eight decades.

Full of facts, firsts, insights, and exploits,  
as well as rare and memorable photographs, 
Watching TV is the standard history of American 
television. This third edition includes coverage 
up through the mid-2010s and looks ahead to 
the next waves of change.

Publishers Weekly 
“Castleman and Podrazik have put together a well-

researched, tightly written documentary on the 

development of the television industry and the 

individuals involved.”

           
Library Journal 
“The authors have meticulously documented an in-

depth survey of the entire world of TV trends and 

programming from the industry’s beginnings, pre-

senting along the way some very judicious critical 

analyses.”            

Atlanta Constitution 
“An honest but affectionate chronicle that never 

loses sight of the more serious side of television 

while, thankfully, not taking itself too seriously.”

Harry Castleman practices law in Boston 
and has written seven other popular culture books 
with Podrazik. He has worked as a media producer 
and consultant for a number of political organiza-
tions and campaigns. He has also been a guest 
lecturer on TV history at Boston University’s College 
of Communication.

Walter J. Podrazik is a communications 
and logistics consultant. He also serves as television 
curator at the Museum of Broadcast Communications 
in Chicago and is regularly quoted in the media. As an 
adjunct lecturer at the University of Illinois at Chicago, 
he teaches television history and analyzes the role of 
media in politics. 

Front: Photograph copyright © 2016, Digital Focus–Peter Sills; photo-

graphic inserts: Barbara Brown; Rebecca Freeman; Svengoolie © 

2014 MeTV National Limited Partnership, and the Museum of 

Broadcast Communications in Chicago.
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Linda Feldmann 
White House correspondent,  
Christian Science Monitor

“A pleasure to read.”

 
David Bianculli 
TV critic, NPR’s “Fresh Air” 

“The best one-stop-shopping detailed overview 

of TV, season by season, ever published.”

“The last word on TV endings.”
—Matt Zoller Seitz, television critic for  

New York Magazine

“An invaluable resource for those 
studying or researching popular culture. 
. . . Highly recommended.”

—Choice

Paper $39.95 9780815611059

“The authors have meticulously docu-
mented an in-depth survey of the entire 
world of TV trends and programming 
from the industry’s beginnings, present-
ing along the way some very judicious 
critical analyses.”

—Library Journal

Paper $49.95s 9780815634386

“A critical anthology edited by some 
of the architects of Whedon Studies, 
offers an exciting, engaging snapshot of 
the work produced by scholars in this 
growing area of study.”

—Theatre Library Association

Paper $29.95 9780815610380

https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/142/television-finales/
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/416/watching-tv/
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/590/reading-joss-whedon/


“Provides a valuable analytical frame-
work to continue to understand the 
ways in which the proliferation of black 
actors on film are confined by the ste-
reotypical legacy of the industry.”

—The Popular Culture Studies Journal Reviews

Paper $19.95s 9780815630050

Best Arab American Book of 2020 

“Traces the competing narratives of 
Arab American belonging to enhance 
the understanding of how Othering is 
at once constructed and challenged, 
and what is at stake in those ongoing, 
parallel processes.”

—New Books Network

Paper $29.95s   9780815636816

“This well-researched and rich mono-
graph concludes correctly that Leb-
anese television, LBC included, has 
indeed mostly helped establish a ‘new 
hegemonic order based in consumer 
culture rather than the breakdown of 
hegemony.’”

—Middle East Journal

Paper $39.95s  9780815635994

https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/187/black-male-frames/
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/2977/arab-americans-in-film/
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/140/pretty-liar/


“The first book-length academic 
study to investigate the subject from a 
cultural, cinematic and sociohistorical 
approach by analyzing the differences 
between the ways in which the third 
generation in Israel and second genera-
tion portray the Holocaust.”

—Jewish Link

Paper $34.95s 9780815636502

“This fascinating account deserves 
recognition as a distinctive contribution 
to the literature on the Holocaust, the 
plight of Jewish survivors in post-war Po-
land and Germany, and, more generally, 
European and American Jewish history.”

—East European Jewish Affairs

Paper $14.95 9780815611196

O
F 

R
EL

A
TE

D
 IN

TE
R

ES
T 

“A useful, engaging contribution to 
scholarship in several fields, such as 
American literature, cultural studies, 
reception studies, and religious history.”

—Australasian Journal of American History

Paper $34.95s 9780815634034

https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/112/remaking-holocaust-memories/
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/507/harry-haft/
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/414/bigger-than-ben-hur/


 Written with considerable verve and 
acumen, this wide-ranging study makes 
an incisive contribution to film theory 
and history, gender studies, postcolo-
nialism and Irish Studies.”

—Luke Gibbons, coauthor of Cinema and Ireland

Hardcover $39.95s 9780815633327

“The kind of thorough, thought- 
provoking research we get throughout 
this volume will lead us away from ex-
cessive simplifications or stifling—pos-
sibly unsavory—stereotypes, and force 
us to reexamine the necessary general-
izations we teach and think by.”

—Modernism/modernity

Paper $34.95s  9780815635987

2021 Edgar Award Nominee

“Here is academic writing that is acces-
sible and fluent...No serious student of 
Irish crime fiction can be without it.”

—The Irish Times

Paper $29.95s 9780815636830

https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/610/rethinking-occupied-ireland/
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/95/science-technology-and-irish-modernism/
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/3198/guilt-rules-all/


“A detailed, thorough and unbiased 
report and analysis of the themes and 
events that pushed the entertainment 
industry into an unwanted but unavoid-
able labor dispute which will have rami-
fications on the industry for decades.”

—Robert Broder, Chuck Lorre Productions executive

Hardcover $29.95 9780815610083

“An interesting and very readable book 
that aims to provide an introduction to 
the study of English language and lin-
guistics through the medium of popular 
television programmes.”

—English in Education Journal

Paper $34.95 9780815610816

“Well written and wide-ranging, 
Stevens’s book will appeal to readers 
interested in how popular culture 
has reflected the ongoing national 
discourse about America’s role in the 
world.”

—Journal of American History

Paper $29.95s 9780815630913

https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/674/tv-on-strike/
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/341/watching-tv-with-a-linguist/
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/166/captain-america-masculinity-and-violence/
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